
Report from Joint BoS/PC meeting of February 19, 2015 at 7:00 pm. 

Members present:  Scott Douglas, Bobb Carson, Bruce Fritchman, Steve Smith, Curt Reiss, Karen Bedics, 

Dave Long, Rob Zisko, Volker Oakey (via speakerphone). 

Scott Douglas chaired the meeting and stated the purpose was to begin discussion about the Township’s 

strategic aims to incorporate into a Comprehensive Plan review.  The discussion is grouped by major 

themes: 

Growth.  The Township has remained largely unchanged since the 1970’s.  That fact makes it both 

unique and valuable to rural quality of life.  Strong consensus that residential housing units aren’t 

needed, but must be accommodated.  Industrial and commercial development in the PI/HC Districts may 

be acceptable, but still should be tightly controlled. 

May need special study group to look at population center (Springtown & Pleasant Valley) development 

issues.  Could better broadband service make a difference?  PI/HC development dependent on sewer 

availability. 

Services/Expenses.  Strong consensus that the level of services meets the community’s expectations.  

Consensus that the cost of services provides good value for money spent, and that spending is efficient 

and effective.  May be opportunity for efficiencies through regionalization of fire service (and perhaps 

police), but real risk of alienating volunteer work force if there’s not complete buy-in. 

Key question of whether the Township should save cash for future capital expenses while 

simultaneously making current capital purchases.  Proposed solution to reduce transfers for future 

capital needs and rely on borrowing to finance immediate needs. 

No consensus on the Township’s role in greenways (as defined by corridors of pedestrian/horse/bicycle 

travel), beyond purchasing conservation easements that link blocks of land.  Useful to develop 

recreation philosophy to take advantage of opportunities. 

Citizen survey useful tool for ongoing performance measurement. 

Revenue.  Consensus that revenue growth through EIT and ratable increase is hindered by aging 

population and no building respectively.  Consensus that measuring success by not raising real estate tax 

rate is unsustainable, but some residents do suffer proportionally greater impact to disposable income.  

Consensus that change in state law to open dividend and investment income to the definition of earned 

income would be a positive change, but well beyond the scope of the Township’s control.  Consensus 

that increasing donations to fund services is desirable, but can’t be planned adequately.  No consensus 

whether taking state roads would be cost neutral. 

Quality of Life.  Strong consensus that the land preservation effort has been a large factor in the positive 

quality of life most experience.  Consensus that land preservation should continue—even if smaller scale 

than past & targeted to specific properties.  Dissenting view that the Township has done enough, and in 

the interest of tax fairness should halt program after funding has dried up. 



Refusal of landowners to sell to large scale developers is key factor. 

Waterways/water quality essential to quality of life.  Cooks Creek is stressed (reduced base flow), but 

still worthy of EV designation.  No consensus whether more regulation is necessary to protect watershed 

from extraction industries.  No consensus whether current regulations are too restrictive or not. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:00 pm. 

 

Mike Brown, Twp Manager 

 


